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Provides an overview of the history and purpose I i ! g

of the Motor Carrier Safety Assistance Program
(MCSAP) and the Commercial Motor Vehicle
safety Alliance (CVSA) -

UNDERSTANDING
FMCSA PROGRAM

State Funding for Safety

MCSAP provides funding to states for programs
that enhance commercial motor vehicle safety and
compliance with regulations.

Crash and Injury Reduction

The program aims to reduce crashes, injuries, and
fatalities involving large trucks and buses across
the nation.

Consistent Regulation Enforcement

MGSAP promotes the uniform enforcement of
safety rules and encourages data-driven strategies
toimprove roadway safety.

ORIGINS OF MCSAP

Program Establishment

MCSAP was created in 1982 to promote
commercial motor vehicle safety through federal
and state partnership.

Safety Funding and Support

The program provides federal funds to states for
vehicle inspections, enforcement, and safety
education.

Focus on Technology and Data

MCSAP expanded to include data collection and
technology-driven safety methods, reducing
highway accidents and fatalities.




MOTOR CARRIER
SAFETY ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM (MCSAP)
GRANT

Only State MCSAP lead agencies, designated by the Governor of each of the 56
States and territories as responsible for administering the Commercial Vehicle
Safety Plan (CVSP), are eligible to apply for MCSAP funding. State partners work
with FMCSA throughout the application and grant management process to ensure
that funded programs improve CMV safety and support an efficient transportation
system.

The MCSAP formula grant provides financial assistance to State and local law
enforcement agencies to increase CMV-related enforcement and safety activities
nationwide. These MCSAP lead agencies work together with FMCSA to reduce the
number and severity of crashes and hazardous materials incidents involving CMVs.

MCSAP is FMCSAS largest grant program, providing $480 Million in funding to 56
State and local law enforcement agencies in FY 2024. Through this funding and

programmatic support, the Agency partners with grantees to support consistent, GETTING
uniform, and effective CMV safety programs. RESULTS

10/24/2025

MCSAP INITIATIVES
TODAY

Targeted Inspec

ns and Enforcement

The program prioritizes targeted commercial
vehicle inspections and enforcement to improve
safety and reduce risks on the road.

Data-Driven Strategies
Initiatives use data analysis to identify high-risk
carriers and enhance regulatory compliance in the
commercial vehicle industry.

Collaboration and Training

The program promotes collaboration with state

agencies and provides training to ensure uniform
safety standards nationwide.

ORIGINS OF CVSA

Formation of CVSA
-
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The Allance began in 1980 as an informal gathering of {3 mﬁ"’"“"'”h
western state agencies and Canadian provinces i\
responsible for conducting commercial motor vehicle
‘enforcement functions.

Collaborative Partnership

Early on, there was recognition that various states and
provinces were, in large part, using common criteria for
regulation and commercial motor vehicle inspection
functions but there was also a redundancy of work
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A memorandum of understanding (MOU) was .

highway enforcement and improve the safe operation of g
commercial motor vehicles. The MOU outlined minimum \ -
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agreement would follow. Most importantly, the A
established that various state and provincial agencies
would not only be uniform, but would recognize each
other's inspections of commercial motor vehicles, their
drivers and cargo.

o




10/24/2025

ORIGINS OF CVSA

By 1982, interest in the Alliance was high in Canada
and the United States, and many non-governmental
persons, associations and companies wanted to play
an active supportive role. To accommodate this
expanding interest, in October 1982, bylaws were
ratified to create CVSA's international scope and
added provisions for associate membership. The new
organizational structure set the framework for
commercial vehicle uniformity and reciprocity in
enforcement practices throughout North America
today.

The U.S. Surface Transportation Assistance Act of
1982 established funding for state motor carrier
enforcement programs. The Act provided important
funding for state programs but there was a need to
unify the inspection and out-of-service criteria of
CVSA with that of the Motor Carrier Safety Assistance
Program (MCSAP). In August 1984, the criteria of both
procedures were melded into one North American
standard, which has been adopted by both MCSAP
and CVSA.

ORIGINS OF CVSA
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In 1985, CVSA's membership and activities grew to the point that it
became necessary to create an executive director position and
establish a centralized office.

In 1988, the alliance started its Operation Road check 72-hour
roadside inspection. This event has been held annually since 1991

In 1991, the Alliance, which had been made up of Canada and the
United States, expanded to include Mexico, making CVSA the
North American alliance that it is today.

In 2024, CVSA members conducted over 4 Million CMV Inspections

CVSA MEMBER BENEFITS

Training and Certification

Members have access to top industry training and certification programs,
improving their safety knowledge and professional skills.

Networking Opportunities

CVSA includes and offering chances for
networking, collaboration, and sharing industry information.

Regulatory Updates and Resources

Members receive timely updates and resources, keeping them compliant and
informed about the latest safety standards.




CVSA MEMBERSHIP ADVANTAGES

Specialized Training Access

CVSA members receive specialized training and certification
programs that enhance their expertise in commercial vehicle
safety enforcement.

Best Practice Exchange

Members share best practices and receive support,
improving methods for commercial vehicle safety and
regulatory enforcement.

Collaboration and Networking
i helping

fosters ion and i
agencies stay informed about regulatory changes and
improve public safety.
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